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The Four Seasons of Hong Kong

Hong Kong has four seasons in a year: spring, summer, autumn, and winter. However, the seasons
here aren’t very distinct. Most of the time, the trees stay green all year round, you rarely see falling
leaves, and it never Snows.

Spring usually lasts from February to April. The weather starts to warm up, but it also rains a lot.
Sometimes it rains for several days in a row. Because it’s often rainy and cloudy, the air is really
humid. You’ll see water droplets forming on the walls and floors, making it easy to slip. The
moisture also causes things to grow mold easily, so many Hong Kong households have a
dehumidifier at home.

Spring in Hong Kong is known for its endless rain and heavy humidity, making it very
uncomfortable. That’s why a lot of people don’t like spring.

Summer is the longest season in Hong Kong. It usually starts getting hot in April, and people can
still wear short sleeves all the way until November. The sunshine is super strong during summer,
and temperatures often rise above 30°C. Just standing outside for a short while will make you
sweat.
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Besides being hot, summer is also really stuffy. By "stuffy," we mean the air doesn’t circulate well,
making it feel hard to breathe.

Summer is also typhoon season. From June to October, there may be typhoons. Sometimes, strong
typhoons can cause flooding, fallen trees, and even landslides. When a typhoon hits, schools are
closed and most offices don’t open.

Before a typhoon comes, the Hong Kong Observatory issues different warning signals, like No. 3,
No. 8, and No. 10 typhoon signals. A No. 8 signal means strong winds, and it’s dangerous to go
outside. After the No. 8 signal is raised, most shops close, so people usually rush to the supermarket
beforehand to stock up on groceries, water, instant noodles, and snacks, preparing to stay home
during the storm.

Even though summer is long and hot, there are still fun things to do, like going to the beach for a
swim, trying out water sports, eating ice cream, and drinking cold drinks to cool down.

Autumn lasts from September to November. But in Hong Kong, it usually stays hot until late
November, sometimes even December, before it finally cools down.

Autumn is short but it’s the most comfortable season. There’s less rain, the weather is more stable,
and the air becomes cooler and less stuffy. The sunlight is also less harsh. It’s the perfect time for
hiking and camping —basically, whatever you do outdoors feels great.

Winter in Hong Kong is very short, usually from December to February. Compared to other
countries, Hong Kong’s winter isn’t that cold. Most days are still around 10 to 20°C. The coldest
days might drop below 10°C, but it’s rare for the temperature to go below zero, so it never snows
here.

When it gets too cold, the Observatory issues a cold weather warning, reminding people to wear
more layers and stay warm. Some people say that when it’s 10°C in Hong Kong, it feels even colder
than some places below zero, because the cold here is damp. Plus, most homes and buildings in
Hong Kong don’t have heating.

Winter is the best season for hotpot. Sitting around the hotpot with a group of friends or family feels
warm and joyful.

But winter doesn’t last long. In the blink of an eye, you’re back to the damp, rainy spring again.
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